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Upcoming Dates 
Just a reminder that February 2, 3, 4 and 5

th
 are now standard session days at Franklin High School due 

to the elimination of mid-term examinations.  You may recall at last month’s meeting, the Board of 
Education approved the elimination of mid-term examinations to provide more instructional time for our 
students as they prepare for the PARCC examination.   
 
Kindergarten Registration  
Kindergarten Registration for the 2015-2016 school year is coming up.  Children who are residents of 
Franklin and who will be five years of age on or before October 31, 2015 are eligible to register.   
 
Kindergarten registration will be conducted at the Sampson G. Smith School on Wednesday, February 
25, 2015, for children whose last names begin with the letters A-M and on Thursday, February 26, 2015, 
for children whose last names begin with the letters N-Z.  Both sessions will run from 4:00-7:30 PM.  
Franklin Township Public Schools offers kindergarten to all resident children who are five years old on or 
before October 31 of that school year.  This information is available on our website. 
 
Preschool Program Expansion 
Unlike our Kindergarten program, our Pre-K or Preschool Program is offered each year on a more limited 
basis.  Funded by a State grant as well as local funds, we have in the past tried to offer at least one 
preschool class at each of our elementary schools.  This year, our four year old students were placed in 
classes in half day and full day sessions, depending upon the academic need of those students.  I am 
happy to report that we will be able to expand our Preschool Program on a limited basis for the balance of 
this school year.   
 
We will immediately begin the expansion of our program with carryover funds from an Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) grant.  We will be able to offer a half day or full day session for up to 90 
additional general and special education preschool students.  Placement will depend upon transportation 
zone and academic need.  We will be reaching out to families via a phone blast and information on the 
application process will be posted on our website.  If you know of any Franklin family with a four-year old 
child who would like that child to attend a preschool program for the remainder of the school year, please 
encourage them to check our website for further details.   
 
Franklin Middle School Breakfast Program  
The expansion of the Breakfast Program at FMS was previously discussed during Mr. Adam’s 
presentation.  I would like to emphasize that research supports students who have breakfast are healthier 
and perform better academically than those who do not eat breakfast.  I would like to commend Mr. 
Adams and Ms. Eileen Brett from SGS for responding to this need in such a timely manner.     
 
PARCC 
As you learned in tonight’s presentation, our students will be taking a new State assessment beginning in 
March using computers, a new concept in testing that the NJ Department of Education has adopted.  
Based upon what we have observed, I am confident that our district and our students are ready for this 
new assessment.  We have the technology necessary to implement the exam.  The district has 
purchased 600 Chromebooks.  I would like to commend our administrators, teachers and technical 
support staff.  I would caution that the state test scores of the past and the PARCC scores going forward 
will be from two completely different assessments and that it would be a waste of time to compare the 
two.   
 
Bond Counsel 
On tonight’s agenda you will see approval for our bond counsel and financial advisors for the referendum.  
The Board of Education had previously approved these firms for our ESIP and referendum projects but 



they were not specifically named in the referendum motion.  We seek tonight’s specific motion so that 
once the sale of the bonds occurs in February; we will be able to apply for reimbursement for Rod Grants.   
 
Personnel    
We continue to seek and interview qualified candidates for our unfilled positions.  We hope to begin to fill 
our many, if not all, of our interim positions with permanent candidates by the end of the school year.    
 
Recent Initiatives    
There are some really good things going on in the district.  At our next Board of Education meeting we will 
have a presentation on the Ed Connect currently being piloted in our focus schools.  You may recall we 
have previously mentioned this on-line software which allows our teachers to focus and modify instruction 
based on data.  It is a pleasure to see the progress the staff has made.  
 
We are also in the process of installing and implementing IEP Direct, a software program for our Special 
Education Department.  This program will help to ensure that the IEP’s (individual education plans) that 
our child study team members generate, in consultation with parents, are in full compliance with all State 
and Federal regulations and will hopefully reduce the litigation that we encounter in that area. 
 
Also in the area of special education, we are beginning the implementation of the Orton-Gillingham 
reading program to help our special education students.  We are also looking at a new program called ST 
Math for our Title One schools.   
 
We are in the very preliminary stages of creating a committee to develop and implement an enrichment 
program for the 2015-2016 school year at the elementary level.  I did not use the term “gifted and 
talented” because we want to involve as many students as possible.  As we progress, we will expand 
those involved in the process and bring the proposal to the Curriculum Committee and then the full board 
for approval. 


